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BOOK REVIEW
Field Guide to the Beetles of California.
2006. Arthur V. Evans and James N.
Hogue. California Natural History Guides,
University of California Press, Berkeley.
$24.95, paperback; 362 pages, 328 illustrations. ISBN-13: 978-0-520-24657-7.
Field guides certainly vary in quality and
intended audience. I found this guide to be
very interesting and informative. Although it
is certainly more appropriate for the casual
naturalist, hiker, or burgeoning biologist or
entomologist, the book will also have a great
deal of interest for the seasoned beetle collector.
While the title may appear to limit the book to
those interested in beetles found in California,
the book provides biological and collecting
information that will be of value to anyone
with a fondness for the most speciose group of
animals on earth. For the person interested in
the fauna of California or the western states, it
provides a wealth of information.
The book begins with a series of introductory remarks on beetles—their basic morphological features, classification, and some very
general biological information. It follows with
a short discussion of the physiogeographic
features of California and how these relate to
general beetle occurrence. The authors provide information on when and where to look
for beetles, including a number of habitats that
one would want to examine. Some of these
might be a little unusual for the casual beetle
enthusiast (e.g., dung, animal nests, one’s own
home), but they will allow one to find a variety
of families and species that would otherwise
never be encountered.
The book also provides information on collecting, observing, and rearing beetles. This is
followed by an illustrated key to the beetle
families in California. The couplets of the key
are illustrated, but the key rarely allows you to
key a specimen to a single family. Instead, a
number of beetle families that share certain
characteristics are listed. While this will be
frustrating to someone who wants to key a
beetle to a single family, it does not really

detract from the purpose of this book, which is
to introduce the reader to the more common
and conspicuous beetles found in California.
For those interested in trying to key their
specimens to the family level, other resources
are discussed in the guide. Although all beetle
families found in California will “key out” in
the book, those that will rarely be encountered by a general observer or even an intermediate beetle enthusiast are indicated but
not treated in the discussions of individual
families.
The majority of this guide consists of a
series of accounts that discuss the more common families. These, I believe, represent the
true value of the book to a person that wants
to find and observe a diversity of beetles.
These discussions are longer and more involved
than those in a typical field guide. The authors
present some detailed, but not cumbersomely
detailed, information on both the adult and
immature stages of species within a family as
well as identifying characteristics. They contrast each family with similar families and provide guidance on how to differentiate them.
There is also a nice treatment of the California
fauna within the family and references to
color, photographic illustrations located in the
center portion of the book. Some of the larger
families do not receive complete coverage, but
again, the purpose of the book is to introduce
the reader to the more commonly encountered species.
One of the subsections within the family
accounts that I really enjoyed and found very
informative was the one titled collecting methods. Here, the authors draw upon their combined 60 years of experience in beetle study
and point out ways to find and collect many of
the beetles. This information will be very
helpful to anyone hoping to see or obtain certain beetles and I wish that I would have had
this knowledge available to me when I was
taking an insect taxonomy course many years
ago. Along with these collecting tips are 300
color images representing some of the beetles
that are discussed in the family accounts. For
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the most part, the images are excellently reproduced and will allow the casual picture identifier to place his or her specimen to family. I
wish that the authors would have made reference to a text page for each illustration, but
this is something that very few field guides do.
The book ends with a short checklist of
families, a listing of California’s four sensitive
beetles from the federal endangered species
list as well as those species that have been
proposed for listing. (I am not sure if I agree
with the inclusion of the latter listing as it
gives individuals an incentive to try to collect
those species.) There also is a list of resources
(with web addresses), including collections, a
short list of references, and a fairly complete
glossary.
In summary, for those that have an interest
in the beetles of California and surrounding
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states, or those that want to take advantage of
the biological and collecting information found
in this field guide, I know that Field Guide to
the Beetles of California will be a very worthwhile addition to their library. The information presented by Evans and Hogue will give
casual or seasoned collectors and students in
biology and entomology courses, where a collection is required, the ability to find some of
those more rare beetle families by using some
interesting tricks of the trade.
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